Mr. Eddie Slaughter, Executive Director
African American Agriculturalist Association
2433 W J Story Road
Buena Vista, GA 31803

February 22, 2022

Senator Reverend Raphael Warnock
One Overton Park

3625 Cumberland Boulevard, Suite 970
Atlanta, GA 30339

Dear Senator Reverend Raphael Warnock,

We would like to acknowledge that this is the first time in history where we have had two
African American U.S. Senators serving on the Senate Agriculture Committee. We need
for you to understand that all African American farmers are looking to you and Senator
Cory Booker (NJ) for leadership and support. You also need to understand that you
represent all African American farmers in the United States who continue to suffer under
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) institutional discrimination, not just farmers in
Georgia.

During the zoom meeting organized by your staff with various USDA officials last week,
several African American farmers from Georgia as well as many African American
farmers from different states attempted to listen in on the meeting. Several farmers
reported that they waited over 15 minutes in the waiting room and were never permitted
into the meeting. Our Pigford legacy farmers were especially offended that they were not
allowed to listen to the discussion with USDA officials despite the tremendous impact of
USDA’s economic violence on their livelihoods, family farms, and generational legacies.
Your exclusionary stance disappointed our legacy farmers because they believed that you
were on the Senate Agriculture Committee fighting for them too. It is important to remind
you that Senator Elizabeth Warren (MA) developed a comprehensive policy platform to
uproot institutional discrimination within USDA and Senator Cory Booker introduced the
Justice for Black Farmers Act (introduced in 2020 and reintroduced in 2021). Both
Senators sought out the expertise and institutional memory of Black farmers and advocates
from across the country.

This year marks the 25" Anniversary of the Pigford vs. Glickman class action racial
discrimination lawsuit. African American farmers still have not received justice from
ongoing institutional discrimination within USDA. Due to the disastrous implementation
of the Pigford vs. Glickman lawsuit, the vast majority of African American farmers were
left with unconscionable debt, debt offsets, farm foreclosures, and with no legal recourse to
save their family farms. The Pigford lawsuit did nothing to dismantle institutional
discrimination within USDA. Consequently, anti-Black racism persists within USDA, the
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices, and the county committee system. For 25
years, thousands of African American farmers have either been foreclosed on or forced to
take out loans with private banks to pay off debts with USDA. The USDA also offset
African American farmers' tax refunds, social security, disability, and subsidy payments to
cover this debt. Aging African American farmers delayed foreclosures by filing pro se
complaints in federal court.
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There are several issues that are troubling to African American farmers—one is Senator
Warnock’s letter to Secretary of Agriculture Thomas Vilsack dated December 10, 2021.
Senator Warnock’s letter was in response to the treatment of Black farmers who continue to
experience racial discrimination by USDA. Senator Warnock also requested a detailed plan
of how the $1B Fund allocated in the American Rescue Plan Act would be used to address
decades of institutional neglect and economic harm against Black farmers. Over two
months have passed and Secretary Vilsack has failed to provide a written response to
Senator Warnock’s time-sensitive congressional inquiry. Secretary  Vilsack’s
obstructionism is why many African American farmers were opposed to his third term as
Secretary of Agriculture.

Secondly, there is $750M designated in Section 1006 in the American Rescue Plan Act for
farmers of color. Section 1006 provides funding for technical assistance and outreach
through community-based organizations and 1890 land grant institutions as well as direct
payments to farmers who have suffered past discrimination. We are approaching a new
planting season and Secretary Vilsack has failed to issue direct payments to any of the
farmers who have suffered from past discrimination. My colleague, Gary Grant, President
of the Black Farmers and Agriculturalists Association, recently stated, “This wasn’t done to
Black farmers under the rebel flag, it was done to Black farmers under the American flag.”

Eight years under President Barack Obama and one year under President Joe Biden, and
Secretary Vilsack continues to run USDA like a plantation where he is the Grand Wizard.
One of Secretary Vilsack’s most egregious decisions was funding 20 nonprofits $75M in
cooperative agreements from Section 1006 of the American Rescue Plan Act, ranging from
$2M to $10M, with no oversight, accountability, nor transparency. Many of these
nonprofits have received numerous cooperative agreements from USDA since 2021 and
currently serve on the newly formed Equity Commission.

Black farmers have suffered long enough. We cannot afford a tenth year of indifference
from Secretary of Agriculture Thomas Vilsack; thus, we demand his resignation.

Sincerely,

Eddie Slaughter
Executive Director of the African American Agriculturalist Association



