April 8, 2021

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Thomas Vilsack
U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack:

We, the undersigned organizations, farmers, and advocates urge for a swift implementation of
the S5B debt relief and related services provisions in Sections 1005 and 1006 of the American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 to alleviate the economic suffering caused by the COVID pandemic and
exacerbated by decades of systemic racial discrimination of the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) against Black farmers and other farmers of color. The USDA should
immediately payoff all direct, guaranteed, and storage facility loans of all socially
disadvantaged farmers, and remove all liens on real and personal properties, without delay.

We understand that for some farmers there could be tax liabilities that are in excess of the 120%
grants authorized by the American Rescue Plan Act associated with the debt forgiveness. Those
tax liabilities, however, will not immediately become due and should not be used as a reason for
USDA to delay the implementation of debt forgiveness. In recent years, USDA has provided tens
of billions of dollars of taxable assistance to white farmers, and USDA did not delay in providing
that assistance. USDA should not now, once again, treat farmers of color differently.

For over 22 vyears, Black farmers and advocates have worked to undo the disastrous
implementation of the Pigford v. Glickman class action racial discrimination lawsuit that left the
vast majority of Black farmers with crushing debts, threat of foreclosures, and no legal recourse
to save their family farms. Only 4.8% of the $1B settlement went to debt relief.! Over the years,
aging Black farmers have delayed foreclosures by filing pro se complaints in federal court. The
USDA continues to offset Black farmers’ tax refunds, social security, disability, and subsidy
payments to cover outstanding debts.

The tireless efforts of Black farmers and advocates laid the groundwork for the passage of the
American Rescue Plan Act, a necessary first step to dismantle long-standing institutional
discrimination within USDA. We are deeply concerned that last week several media sources
reported that USDA was considering adopting a tiered approach to implement the debt relief
provisions. You also referred to this tiered approach during your remarks at the historic House
Agriculture Committee Hearing to Review the State of Black Farming in the US on March 25, 2021.

1 During the 1997 Congressional Black Caucus hearing on USDA Loan Discrimination, Gladys Todd, legacy farmer
from Zebulon, NG, testified that $20,000 of the $25,000 annual debt was interest. Another legacy farmer from
Northumberland County, Virginia, Phillip Haynie, testified that his loan had been growing interest at a rate of $352
a day for ten years.



Fortunately, it is not too late for USDA to create an inclusive implementation process rooted in
transparency, oversight, accountability, and the guidance of our Black farmers and advocates.
Given USDA's troubled track record on civil rights, the implementation process must center Black
farmers. We urge you to prioritize the following:

(1)

(2)

(3)

Immediately pay off all USDA direct, guaranteed, and storage facility loans of socially
disadvantaged farmers. After paying off this debt, USDA should also provide funding
authorized by Section 1006 for tax advisors to assist farmers at no cost with issues related to
their taxes and the debt forgiveness.

Develop an inclusive implementation process rooted in a community-based participatory
framework that values racial equity, respect, humility, shared decision making, and
knowledge democracy. USDA should provide numerous opportunities to obtain meaningful
input directly from Black farmers and other farmers of color regarding the implementation
process for the $S1B authorized by Section 1006 and for addressing the tax consequences of
the debt forgiveness.

Prioritize the restoration of Black farmers through financial compensation, land acquisition,
and grantmaking for regenerative food and fiber re-entry and innovation. Priority for funds
not included in the set-asides for items 1 through 4 of Section 1006 should be given to item
5 of the section which will provide financial assistance to former farm loan borrowers that
suffered related adverse actions or past discrimination or bias in the Department of
Agriculture programs. Over the last two decades, thousands of Black farmers have passed
away, robbed of the opportunity to pass generational wealth to their descendants. In
compliance with the authorized use of the $1B fund for related services, USDA should provide
financial assistance to Black farmers and other farmers of color who lost their land as a result
of USDA discrimination, collusion, and criminality.

Respectfully,

Tracy Lloyd McCurty, Esq.

Executive Director of the Black Belt Justice Center and Co-Organizer of the Black Farmers’ Appeal:
Cancel Pigford Debt Campaign

tmccurty@blackbeltjustice.org

(202) 486-9857

www.acresofancestry.org

Lawrence Lucas

President Emeritus of USDA Coalition of Minority Employees and Representative of the
Justice for Black Farmers Group

justice4Bf @gmail.com

(856) 910-2399

www.agcoalition.org


http://www.agcoalition.org/

Organization Signatories

Acorn 8

Agricademy, Inc.

Alacwin-P Farmers' Cooperative

Alacwin-P Farmers' Cooperative Food Bank

Berkeley Food Institute

Black Belt Justice Center

Black Family Land Trust

Black Farmer Documentary Group

Black Farmers and Agriculturalists Association (Florida Chapter)
Black Farmers and Agriculturalists Association (Memphis, TN)
Black Farmers and Agriculturalists Association (Tillery, NC)
Black Farmers’ Appeal: Cancel Pigford Debt Campaign
Black Men in America

Black in Green

Black Oaks Sustainability Center

Bombilla

Center for Community Progress

Community Services Unlimited, Inc.

Cooperative Agriculture for Minorities

Cowtown Foundation

Deep Structure Productions LLC

Donnelly & Donnelly Alternative Dispute Resolutions
Earthjustice

EcoWomanist Institute

Environmental Working Group

Farmers Market Pro

Farms to Grow, Inc.

Fresh Future Farm, Inc.

Future Harvest, the Chesapeake Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture
Georgia Advancing Communities Together, Inc.

Georgia Stand-Up

Green Party of New Jersey

Grow Where You Are

Independent Black Farmers Group

Justice for Black Farmers Group

Kansas Black Farmers Association

Kids In Trouble, Inc.

Marshview Community Organic Farm

Mississippi Minority Farmers Alliance

National Women In Agriculture Association

Neighborhood Resource Center of Greater Fulton
Northeast Louisiana Black Farmers and Landowners Association



Oklahoma Black Historical Research Project, Inc.

Oregon Farmers Market Association

Pasa Sustainable Agriculture

Rainbow PUSH Coalition

Resolutions Addressing Systemic and Structural Racism, Inc.
Rise & Root Farm

Seven Harvest, Inc.

Soul Fire Farm

Southeastern African American Farmers Organic Network
Southern Economic Advancement Project

Texas Agriforestry Small Farmers and Ranchers

The Coalition for Change, Inc.

The 100 Ranchers

United Farmers USA

Urban Farm and Garden Alliance

USDA Coalition of Minority Employees

Winston County Self Help Cooperative

Workers Center of Central New York

Farmer Signatories

Lucious Abrams
Bernice Atchison
Bernard Bates

Cecil Brewington
Robert Binion
George Boutte
Everlyn Bryant
Georie Bryant
Donald Ray Bunch
Michael Butler
Abraham Carpenter Jr
Abraham Carpenter Sr
Albert Carpenter Sr
Carlos Carpenter
Danny Carpenter
Michael Carter Jr
Betty Clark

Bobbie Clark

Travis Cleaver

Dr. Barry Colley

Dr. Howard Conyers
Thelonious Cook
Eugene Cooke



Willie Cooper Jr
Willie Cooper Sr
Felder Daniel

Willie Joe Daniel
Dexter Davis
Charles Denard
Oleta Fitzgerald
Wilbur Fitzgerald
James Ford

Gary Grant

John L. Green

Brian Guidry
Charles Guidry
Howard Gunn Jr
Lexley Hention
Hayward Hollingsworth
Leo Jackson
Carolyn Jones
Corey Lea

Eddie Lewis IlI
Eddie Lewis Sr
Jordan Lewis

Pam Sigue Moon
Plezy Nelson

Carl Parker

Wilbur Peer

Angela Provost
Edward Provost
Kim Provost
Michelle Provost
Rodney Provost
Wenceslaus Provost Jr
Floyd Raglin

Anita Roberson
Thomas H. Roberson
Talisha Robinson
Timothy Robinson Il
Timothy Robinson Sr
Anthony D. Sigue
Craig Sigue
Jeanette Sigue
Norbert Sigue
Shone Sigue

Ronald Simmons



Eddie Slaughter
James Swofford
Gail Taylor

J.L. Terry

Martha Thomas
Robert Thomas
Carlton Tookes
Renard Turner
William Turner
Jim Ullrich

Karen Washington
Savanah Williams
Eddie Wise

Lloyd E. Wright

Advocate Signatories

R. I. Mutope A-Alkebu-Lan
Andre Amigér
Mahoganee Amigér
Emma Barnes

Catron Booker

Georie Bryant

Pamela D. Bundy

Samuel Burke

Jamira Carter

Sinn Chhin

Sophia De Oliveira

Diane Dodge

Dr. Cornelia Butler Flora
Gil Frank

Dr. Garrett Graddy-Lovelace
Laura Kay Greiner

Karen Juster Hecht
Antoinette Hiller

Dr. Waymon R. Hinson
Barbara Larcom

Susan Madison

Melissa Makou

Allan Malkis

Keia Mastrianni

Florence Morgan, Esq.
Jenga Mwendo

Dr. Jessica Gordon Nembhard



Bridget O’Brien
Hallel Parsons

Pegah Payandeh
Jenny Prince

Dr. Beth Rosenberg
Daaiyah Saalam
Cristina Sciuto

Gilda Sherrod-Ali, Esq.
Renee Smith
Miessha Stennis, Esq.
Nakia Thornton
Willard Tillman

Sam Vaughn

Clinton Vicks

Josie Walker

Diane E. Wilburn
Deborah White
Ifetayo White

Cc: Zach Ducheneaux, Administrator, Farm Service Agency

Cedric Richmond, Senior Advisor to the President and Director of the White House Office of Public
Engagement

Katherine Ferguson, Chief of Staff, USDA

Dewanye Goldmon, Senior Advisor for Racial Equity, USDA

United States Senator Cory Booker

United States Senator Rev. Raphael Warnock

United States Senator Debbie Stabenow

United States Senator Elizabeth Warren

United States Congressman David Scott



